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SPECIAL REPORT / CLIMATE CHANGE

A WORLD 4 “C WARM

It may happen in our lifetime. Shanta Barley investigates what life will be like

~ TWO DIFFERENT
CLIMATE GROUPS:

SAME PREDICTION

BEY 2055, dimate change is likely to have dissohved 00, and plants may decay faster  Institute for Cimate Impact Research,
warmad the world by a dangerous 4 °C inawarmer climate, The Met Officeran1?  Germany. Even the less pessimistic

unless wie stop pumping greenhouse different models with these feedbacks. All  estimate of 2 0.65-me = by 2100
gases into the atmosphere the way wedo  concluded a 4 *Cworld by 2055was likely  would put at least 150 ion peoplea
now, This is the startling conclusion of a if emissions continue to rise. Even ifweare  year at risk from floods, says Rahmstorfs
study by the UK Met Office. unveiled ata lucky. we are stilllikely to hit 4°Cby 2070.  colleague jochen Hinksl

conference in Oxfiord this week. Wi

Why so soon? Because temperature WOUrs £ % el e g 9 . :
rises caused by greenhouse gas emissions 130 B U BN oy : .
are expected to trigger dangerous confe] : B W h t . P t 9/2 5/0 9 A4
feedback loops. which will release ever incred . aS I n g O n OS ] y p .

increasing amounts of greenhouse gases.  15°C
The nature and scale of these feedback of thy
loops is a subject of vigorous debate Califol

sy = New Analysis Brings Dire Forecast ~ warming Trend

Researchers say global

m—gone ) Of 6 3 Degl‘ee Temperature Increase temperaturgs as likely torise

Ina 4*Cworld, climate change, deforestation and more than six degrees by the

fires spreading from degraded land into pristine end of the century even if evel
forest will conspire to destroy over 83 per cent Bj’ ]ULIET Ervperin Y : i
of the Amazon rainforest by 2100, according to Washington Post Staff Writer country enacts all climate
climatologist Walfgang Cramer at the Potsdam : legislation it has promised to
Instm.rtefurl:hrrnatelrn_uactae-seanch in Germany. . Climate researchers now predict d o
S 5 ~ the planet will warm by 6.3 degrees enact to date.
Fahrenheit by the end of the centu- Temperature increases :
PRIZE FIGHT 1y even if the world’s leaders fulfill In degrees Fahrenheit ‘
Time to reva mp _ their most ambitious climate pledg-
thE NObE| ; 3 es, a much faster and broader scale 10 ki
of change than forecast just two W Degrees the average
years ago, according to a report re- global temperature is |
i : i leased Thursday by the United Na- = likely to increase if all
g | tions Environment Program. countries continue as
; The new overview of global 6 they are now . ..
warming research, aimed at mar- —
shaling political support for a new g eV e F
WEEKLY October3-9, 2009 international climate pact by the 4 ;fhzll ccl).u':'tnfi Suech Ji I~
end of the year, highlights the ex- il R
tent to which recent scientific as- Raveprolmied. " [6.29]
sessments have outstripped the 2

" predictions issued by the Nobel
: Prize-winning UN. Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change in

T T T
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Robert Corell, who chairs the oo n
Climate Action Initiative and TEe- SOURCE: Sustainability Institute
viewed the UNEP report’s scientif- ‘ BY KAR — REUTERS THE WASHINGTON POST

ic findings, said the significant Farmers are overshadowed by a smoke-belching cement factory outside -

1 1 global temperature rise is likely to Hanoi. Even with sharp emissions curbs, temperatures may rise disastrously. : :
NeW SC|ent|St, 10/3/09 OCSIUI eyegl].fmdustnahzed and de- g T - =Rty e an By Seisihaly




